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This attitude of mind is strongly in evidence among
die young men of Tetnan, the capital of Spanish
Morocco, which has a large Moorish population. They
are interesting people, these Tetuanis, for very many
are descended from Andalusian Arabs, Andalusian
Berbers, and even converted Andalusian Christians
If you go into the suks and ask a dozen young men at
random where their families came from originally, you
will receive the reply 'Granada or Seville/ from most
of them. One or two may even have Spanish names
After the capture of Granada by Ferdinand and
Isabella many Granadinos settled in the town, rebuild-
ing a considerable part of it Among them was Boabdil
the last king, and still to-day there are men in Tetuan
who can trace their descent back to the Bem Nasr
royal family, a matter that causes no surprise to those
of us who are aware what a keen interest the Arabs have
always taken in genealogy Even the Spaniards recog-
nize that the people of Tetuan and Xauen come from a
quite different race from the other Moors in the zone,
and refer, even in official documents, to Riffis, Jibahs,
and Andalusians
The young Tetuanis of to-day, highly intelligent,
well educated, and familiar not only with Arab his-
torians such as Makkari, who describe the golden age of
Andalus, but also with other Moslem historians, who
write of Morocco's former greatness, contrast the
achievements of their ancestors with those of the recent
rulers of Spain And it is not surprising they find the
balance strongly in favour of their ancestors It has
taken a great deal to stir them In a life so elegant all
action seems out of place, and even political intrigues
are conducted with a languid dignity which rather
destroys their effect